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While William Makepeace Thackeray may indeed be best known as the author of Vanity Fair, to examine all of his novels is to
understand why his contribution to the history of the novel is singular. His use of the intrusive narrator, although presaged by Henry
Fielding, was developed so carefully that it became a new form of fiction, a â€œgenuine creation of narrative experiment,â€ as critic
Alexander Welsh calls it.

