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7RELDV0HW]OHU7DOHVRI 7KUHH&LWLHV8UEDQ-HZLVK&XOWXUHVLQ/RQ
GRQ%HUOLQDQG3DULV F²  -GLVFKH.XOWXU%G :LHV
EDGHQ+DUUDVVRZLW]6½
London, Berlin, Paris – these three cities were once paragons of industry,
modernity, high and low and even in-between culture, and everything else that
WKHGHQL]HQVZKRÁRRGHGWKURXJKWKHJDWHVRI WKHVHPHWURSROLVHVZRXOGODWHU
ZULWHUHDGGUDZVLQJDQGGDQFHDERXW7KHSRSXODWLRQVLQDOOWKUHHH[SORGHG
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toward the end of the 19th century, with growth driven by both foreign (rural
and urban) as well as domestic rural immigration. Tobias Metzler has woven
DQLQWULFDWHWDOHRI WKH-HZLVKH[SHULHQFHRI WKHVHG\QDPLFFHQWUHVGUDZLQJRQ
ERWKWKHH[SHULHQFHVRI WKHORFDO PRUHRUOHVV HVWDEOLVKHG-HZLVKFRPPXQLties and the newer immigrants.
The book is divided into three main sections, each of them focuses on one
of these cities. He has created something of a chronology and narrative for
WKHVHWKUHHKLVWRULHV²VOLFHVRI /RQGRQKHDGHG´8QLW\DQG'LYHUVLW\µDUH
SUHGRPLQDQWO\IURPWKHODVWGHFDGHVRI WKHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\%HUOLQ´&RPPXQLW\DQG0RGHUQLW\µDUHIRUWKHPRVWSDUWIURP²DQGÀQDOO\
3DULV´([LOHDQG5HIXJHµIRFXVHVRQWKHSHULRG²
Despite the (loose) chronological framework, there are a number of recurULQJ WKHPHV VXFK DV DQWL6HPLWLVP LQWHUFRPPXQDO SUREOHPV YLVDYLV (DVW
(XURSHDQ-HZLVKLPPLJUDWLRQDQGSHUKDSVPRVWVWULNLQJVHFWLRQVZKLFKORRN
at how the various representative bodies struggled to control and order the
LQFUHDVLQJO\VHFXODUDQGIUDFWLRQDOFRPPXQLWLHVH[SHULHQFLQJH[SRQHQWLDOSRSulation growth.
To its merit, A Tale of Three Cities is a somewhat easy-to-read but nonetheless academic title which will interest both historians and the uninitiated in
HTXDODPRXQWV7KHVKHOYHVLQ-HZLVK6WXGLHVOLEUDULHVDUHRYHUÁRZLQJZLWK
single-disciplinary monographs paying scant regard to transnational commonDOWLHVDQGSDWWHUQVZLWKLQ-HZLVKXUEDQLVDWLRQ0HW]OHUKDVPDGHXVHRI WKHVH
as well as introducing copious amounts of diverse – literary, scholarly, journalistic – primary source material to create interesting, and at times refreshing,
SRUWUDLWVRI XUEDQ-HZLVKOLIH+LVXVHRI -HZLVKFRPPXQLW\RUJDQVDQGSXEOLcations (in fascinating sections Metzler discusses how communities used guide
books to spatially and socially map their cities) in each of the cities brings
KRPHWKHUDGLFDOVKLIWLQXUEDQ-HZLVKFRPPXQDOOLIHDWDWLPHZKHQVHFXODU
and political institutions were usurping the traditional leadership role of the
religious kehillot.
1RQHWKHOHVVWKHERRN·VHPLQHQWUHDGDELOLW\DQGLWVDVVRUWPHQWRI SURPLVLQJ QLFKH WRSLFV LV QHJDWHG E\ WKH PRUH VHULRXV VWUXFWXUDO DQG VXSHUÀFLDO
problems running through the work. It simply lacks the kind of consistent
methodological structure essential to any book with such bold scope. Secondary source theory is, for the most part, introduced in footnotes and not
applied to the primary source material at hand where the diffuse material is
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often deployed to create the narrative and not, in its ordinary function, as a
MXVWLÀFDWLRQIRULW7KLVLVFHUWDLQO\QRWKHOSHGE\0HW]OHU·V RIWHQEDQDO XVH
of theoretical prose which is rarely applied to the matter at hand or leaves one
ZRQGHULQJLI LWLVDQKLVWRULFDOWH[WRUDYLVXDODUWLVW·VPLVVLRQVWDWHPHQWHJLQ
KLVGLVFXVVLRQRI -HZLVKHPLJUDWLRQWR3DULVLQWKHVKHZULWHV
´,W LV WKURXJK GLVWLQFW SODFHV VXFK DV WKH WUDLQ VWDWLRQ DV SRLQW RI  DUULYDO RU WKH
KRWHOURRPDVÀUVWDFFRPPRGDWLRQWKDWWKHUHIXJHHLQLWLDOO\H[SHULHQFHVWKHQHZ
urban environment. These liminal spaces represent a link between the processes of
FURVVLQJERXQGDULHVEHWZHHQIDPLOLDUDQGXQNQRZQUHDOPVDQGWKHÁXLGLW\RI WKH
new urban environment, itself an in-between-place between the hope to return and
the prospect of having to move on.” (p. 242)

7KHIROORZLQJGLVFXVVLRQRI KRWHOURRPVDQGFDIHVDV´WUDQVLWRU\VSDFHVµIRU
-HZLVKpPLJUpVLVDVWHGLRXVDVLWLVDEVWUXVHDQGLWEHJVDQXPEHURI TXHVWLRQV
such as, whether hotels and cafes in early 20th century Berlin and London were
not also intrinsic to the bohemian and avant-garde (even bourgeois) cultures
LQWKRVHFLWLHV"7KHDQVZHUVDUHQRWIRUWKFRPLQJ
Perhaps more distracting is his propensity to vacuous rhetorical prose. In
KLV LQWURGXFWLRQ KH ZULWHV ´7KLV VWXG\ VHHNV WR LGHQWLI\ SDUDGLJPDWLF HOHPHQWVRI XUEDQ-HZLVKFXOWXUHVLQXUEDQFRQWH[WVµ S RUODWHURQ´7KH
XUEDQ VSDFH >«@ SOD\HG D GHFLVLYH UROH LQ WKH SURFHVV RI  FRPSHWLQJ XUEDQ
-HZLVKFXOWXUHVµ S ´:KHUHHOVH"µRQHDVNVRQHVHOI2UWKHSDUWLFXODUO\
REVFXUH GHVFULSWLRQ RI  FLWLHV DV EHLQJ ´FKDUDFWHULVHG E\ WKH VLPXOWDQHLW\ RI 
liberating promises and the subordination under the regime of modern rationality.” (p. 24) Needless to say, there is no discussion of how a rational modern
ORJRVVXERUGLQDWHGWKHOLEHUDWLQJSURPLVHVRI WKH-HZLVKPLQRULWLHV
Rather than engaging with his theoretical theme of general urban developPHQWDQGKRZ-HZVKDYHLQÁXHQFHGRUEHHQLQÁXHQFHGE\WKLV0HW]OHUXVHV
ZLWK WKH H[FHSWLRQ RI  KLV PDSSLQJ WKHVLV GLIIHUHQW PHWKRGRORJLFDO FDWHJRULHVIRUHDFKFLW\)RUH[DPSOHLQ/RQGRQZHDUHWROGWKDW´6WXG\LQJ-HZLVK
SKLODQWKURS\WKXVDOORZVLQVLJKWVLQWRWKHFRPSOH[LWLHVRI XUEDQ-HZLVKLGHQtity formation” (p. 104) yet this (interesting) concept is not applied to the other
FLWLHV,I LQGHHGDVKLVLQWURGXFWLRQSXUSRUWV-HZVSOD\HGDQLPSRUWDQWUROHLQ
WKH´HPHUJHQFHDQGH[WHQVLRQRI PRGHUQXUEDQFXOWXUHVµ S DQGWKDWWKH
´PRGHUQFLW\IXQGDPHQWDOO\VKDSHGWKHIDEULFRI PRGHUQ-HZLVKFRPPXQLWLHV
LQÁXHQFLQJWKHZD\V-HZVWULHGWROLYHDV-HZVµ SS² WKHUHLVOLWWOHRUQR
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GLVFXVVLRQLQJHQHUDORULQFRPSDUDWLYHWHUPVRI KRZWKLVLQÁXHQFLQJDQG
LQÁXHQFHWRRNSODFH
7KHUHLVPXFKVSDFHJLYHQWRDSXUSRUWHGFODVKRI :HVWHUQDQG(DVWHUQ
-HZV Ostjuden) with, sadly, little discussion of the heterogeneity and histories
of the various groups. More fruitful and certainly more pertinent would have
EHHQDEURDGHUGLVFXVVLRQRI WKHIXQGDPHQWDOFKDQJHVWRRUJDQLVHG-HZLVKOLIH
using the very urban categories of confessional apathy, secularisation, political
UDGLFDOLVDWLRQRUPL[HGPDUULDJHV,QIDFWEH\RQG0HW]OHU·V-HZLVK(DVW:HVW
SDUDGLJP WKHUH LV DQ DODUPLQJ ODFN RI  VSDFH JLYHQ WR RWKHU -HZLVK FXOWXUHV
and developments. Instead, each community in each city at each period is
described in terms of their (discrete) struggles and reactions to the historioJUDSKLFDOFDWHJRULHVRI DQWL6HPLWLVP>%HUOLQ@FRORQLDOLVP>/RQGRQ@DQGOLIH
DVePLJUpVÁHHLQJ1D]LSHUVHFXWLRQ>3DULV@,QGHHGKLVGLVFXVVLRQRI 3DULVLV
OHVVDGLVFXVVLRQRI -HZLVKXUEDQLVDWLRQDQGPRUHDGHVFULSWLRQRI WKHH[SHULHQFHRI -HZLVKpPLJUpVLQWKHVZKLFKOHDGVRQHWRDVNZK\3DULVDQG
not, say, New York was used in the tri-city comparison. To confuse matters
PRUHKHSDUDFKXWHVDVKRUWVHFWLRQRQ-HZLVKpPLJUpH[SHULHQFHVLQ6KDQJKDL
into the epilogue.
+LVXVHRI VWDWLVWLFVSDUWLFXODUO\LQWKH%HUOLQVHFWLRQLVDOVRTXHVWLRQDEOH
$WRQHSRLQWKHFODLPVWKDW-HZLVKXQHPSOR\PHQWFLUFDZDV´UDWKHUKLJKµ
DWZLWKRXWDQ\UHIHUHQFHWRWKHJHQHUDORUJURXSVSHFLÀFXQHPSOR\PHQW
ÀJXUHVDWWKHWLPH S 7KLVODVWLVVXHSRLQWVWRZDUGRQHRI WKHPRVWVLJQLÀFDQWIDLOLQJVRI 0HW]OHU·VZRUNHDFKRI WKHFLWLHVWUHDWHGKDGRWKHU ODUJHU 
PLQRULW\SRSXODWLRQV:DV-HZLVKH[SHULHQFHWKHLUSURMHFWHG´RWKHUQHVVµGLVFULPLQDWLRQRUKHWHURJHQHLW\GLIIHUHQWWRVD\WKH,ULVKRU&KLQHVHH[SHULHQFH
LQ/RQGRQ"2UWKH &KULVWLDQ 5XVVLDQDQG3ROLVKH[SHULHQFHLQ%HUOLQ",QD
SXUSRUWHGGLVFXVVLRQRI KRZXUEDQVSDFHVGHÀQHGDQGZHUHGHÀQHGE\WKH
social and cultural tropes and trajectories of a particular minority, the criteria
IRUWKHXQLTXHRUSDUWLFXODUFRQWULEXWLRQDQGGHYHORSPHQWRI WKDWPLQRULW\
should be outlined in contrast to other (or at least one other) coeval competLQJJURXSVDQGLQWHUHVWV:LWKRXWWKLVWKHWKHRUHWLFDOO\DQGPHWKRGRORJLFDOO\
FKDOOHQJLQJGLVFXVVLRQRI WKHXQLTXHO\HYROYLQJ-HZLVKLGHQWLWLHVEHFRPHVD
more mundane narrative social history – a minority report.
7KHVHSUREOHPVDUHDOOJUHDWO\H[DFHUEDWHGE\ZKDWHYHQLQJHQHURXVWHUPV
FDQRQO\EHGHVFULEHGDVDQHGLWRULDOGRJ·VGLQQHU,WLVDOZD\VDFKDOOHQJHWR
write something in a foreign language, a fact I am uncomfortably reminded
of each time I try to hammer out an email in the VFK|QH6SUDFKH of my adopted
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home. However, Harrassowitz publishing have done the author a grave injusWLFHE\QRWSRULQJRYHUWKHGRFXPHQWEHIRUHLWZHQWWRSULQW(DFKSDJHKDV
at least one conspicuous grammatical mistake or numerous spelling mistakes.
%XW WKLV LV QRW VLPSO\ DW D VXSHUÀFLDO OHYHO WKH VKHHU QXPEHU RI  PLVWDNHV
FOXQN\XQQDWXUDOSKUDVHVPL[HGPHWDSKRUV ´SRXURLORQWRWURXEOHGZDWHUVµ
S DUFKDLFRUGLVFULPLQDWRU\QRXQV ´-HZHVVµS DQGPLVVLQJSXQFtuation, all too often leads to problems of interpretation.
The many problems within the book are somewhat mitigated by a number
of sub-chapters which offer fascinating but all too brief glimpses into the
-HZLVKXUEDQH[SHULHQFHLQ%HUOLQ3DULVDQG/RQGRQ,QSDUWLFXODUWKH/RQGRQVHFWLRQRIIHUVGHVSLWHLWVIDLOLQJVDQH[FHOOHQWVWDUWLQJSRLQWIRUJHQHUDO
UHDGLQJRQ-HZLVK/RQGRQDWWKHWLPHDQGDSURPLVLQJVWDUWLQJSRLQWIRUPRUH
detailed works – a silver lining, however, this is not. Caveat emptor.
David Heywood-Jones, Berlin

Tales of Three Cities: Urban Jewish Cultures in London, Berlin, and Paris (c. 1880-1940). Modern Jewish history is urban. In the wake of
massive migratory movements and social transformations since the late 19th century, cities became the prime sites for the emergence
and reconfiguration of modern Jewish identities and more. Modern Jewish history is urban. In the wake of massive migratory
movements and social transformations since the late 19th century, cities became the prime sites for the emergence and reconfiguration
of modern Jewish identities and cultures. They served as hubs in transn

