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Valuing Literacy is a 'broad brush" approach that bridges the gap between
academic literature, public policy about literacy, and lifelong learning—topics of
international concern in the globalized economy. The book is based on a
recently completed case study of adult learning policy in Canada and Sweden;
it draws on one author's over twenty-five years of practical experience in adult
education and literacy, and the respective expertise of two academics in the
fields of education policy and literacy.
The International Adult Literacy Survey (1995) reported that adult literacy levels
in Sweden were consistently higher than those in Canada and were less related to socio-economic status, and level of schooling, than they were in Canada.
Through the personal stories of Canadian and Swedish adults who choose to
go back to school and the educators who work with them, the authors describe
the impact of public policy on literacy outcomes. They raise questions about the
impact of public awareness efforts and ask whether current literacy strategies
have effectively increased learning opportunities for adults.
Intended for policymakers, adult educators, and education researchers—as well
as being of interest to the general reader—the book has international appeal as
it contrasts the impact on adult literacy levels of the social democratic approach
of northern Europe and the liberal approach of English-speaking countries like
Canada. Contents include: an overview of the significance of literacy today; past and present government approaches to literacy; the impact of diversity on literacy and learning; who goes back to school and why; critical reflections on the research
findings; challenges and tensions in adult literacy policy; values underlying social policy; and options for moving from
rhetoric to reality.
_______________________________________________________________________________
Valuing Literacy is expected to be in print by September, 2006. If you would like to pre-order a copy, please contact
Temeron Books Inc. by one of the following methods:
Canadian orders, mail to Suite #210, 1220 Kensington Rd. NW, Calgary, AB T2N 3P5; phone (403) 283-0900; fax (403) 283-6947;
or email temeron@telusplanet.net. Add GST to order.
US orders, contact Temeron Books by phone/fax at (360) 738-4016, or mail to: P.O. Box 896, Bellingham, WA 98227
Payment may be made via cheque or VISA. Please note that outside of Canada prices are in US dollars. We offer free
shipping/handling worldwide on non-discounted prepaid orders.
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What are visual literacy and visual rhetoric? Visual literacy refers to the ability to â€œreadâ€ an image, much like the way we
â€œreadâ€ language. This form of literacy requires an awareness of â€œvisual rhetoricâ€â€”the ways that visual images communicate
meaning. Visual rhetoric does not only include specific concepts of design or aesthetic theory. It also describes how images reflect,
communicate, and even shape cultural meaning. Visual literacy involves all the processes of knowing and responding to visual images
as well as the ideas that inform the construction or manipulation of cultural images. H

