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Life was miserable in the early 1940s.
Like many Hebronites, Abdullah, the
grandfather of Talal Nasereddin, thought
that Jerusalem had better business
oppor tunities than Hebron. With the
aid of his two older sons, Kheiry and
Kathem, Talal’s grandfather succeeded
in finding his way into a small shop of
six square metres in Souk Khan Al-Zeit.
Unfortunately, the 1948 war had a drastic
economic and social impact on the
Palestinians. Despite the circumstances,
Talal, the oldest son, had the opportunity
to attend the College des Frères in
Jerusalem for his high school education.
After finishing school, Talal went against
his parents’ wishes and studied industrial
chemistry rather than medicine. In August
1974, Talal obtained a master’s degree in
chemistry from the American University
of Beirut (AUB). His choice was the
beginning of his success.

beyond Birzeit Pharmaceutical Company
when he founded and chaired the Petropal
Mineral Oil Company. In 2005, Talal
established Lotus Financial Investment
Company and partnered in establishing
The National Bank (TNB), which he also
chairs. Later in 2007, Talal invested
in establishing Al-Takaful Insurance
Company and was appointed chairman
of the board. He is also a board member
of the Palestine Telecommunications Co.
(Paltel). Talal invested in establishing
ABRAJ Investment and Development Co.,
and became chairman of the board.
As part of his active participation in the
development of the Palestinian privatesector community, Talal par ticipated
in founding the Palestine Trade Center
(PalTrade). He also founded the Palestinian
Federation of Industries (PFI), which he
chaired until 2003. Talal was a board
member at the Palestine Investment Fund
(PIF) until 2006, and a board member of
the Palestine Monetary Authority. He also
helped in the foundation of the Union of
Palestinian Pharmaceutical Manufacturers
(UPPM), which he chaired until 2008, and
in the establishment of the Businessmen’s
Association in 1998. Talal is currently
a board member in both the Palestinian
American Chamber of Commerce – PACC,
Palestine and The International Chamber
of Commerce-ICC, Palestine.

While he was still a student at AUB, Talal
was introduced to Mr. Subhi Khoury
– the pharmacist who founded Birzeit
Pharmaceutical Co. – who offered Talal
par tnership in this enterprise. This
partnership laid the foundation for Talal’s
career as a quality control manager. At
the same time, he lectured at Birzeit
University where he helped transform the
chemistry department curriculum from an
associate’s degree programme into that of
a bachelor’s degree, thus upgrading the
quality of education in the sciences at the
university. Ten years later, in March 1984,
Talal was appointed chairman of the
board and CEO of Birzeit Pharmaceutical
Company (BPC).

Whenever you encounter Talal Nasereddin
you will find him gardening; he will be
gardening his family, his garden, or his
business. His vision for Palestine is that
you have to work hard to be independent
in all sectors of life. “All my investments
are in Palestine,” Talal proudly states. “I
believe in that.” Everyone who knows Mr.
Talal Nasereddin can be sure that he will
continue to garden to see Palestine free.

In 1992 Talal played a major role in
expanding Bir zeit Pharmaceutical
Company by merging with Palestine
Medical Company, followed by another
merger with Eastern Chemicals Company.
In 2003, Talal’s professional career grew
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project, funded by USAID through ANERA,
was carried out on the site, focusing on
site management and access roads.
In 2010, the Palestinian Depar tment
of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage
uncovered, cleaned, and assessed
the state of conservation of the palace
mosaics. A series of high quality digital
photographs, from which the images in
this volume were taken, was prepared by
a team from the department that included
M. Diab, I. Hamdan, N. Khatib, S. Ghazal,
and R. Sharaia, under the direction of H.
Taha. The Mosaics of Khirbet el-Mafjar,
Hisham’s Palace is offered for study
and appreciation of this triumph in early
Islamic art. The authors allow the images
to speak for themselves and provide only
brief explanatory comments.

The Mosaics of Khirbet el-Mafjar, Hisham’s
Palace contains a presentation of beautiful
coloured mosaics that originate from
Hisham’s Palace in Jericho. The mosaics
can be found in various palace rooms,
the audience hall, the sirdab, and the
diwan. The palace dates from the first
half of the eighth century, during the time
of the Umayyad Caliphate of the early
Islamic period.
Hisham’s Palace is regarded as one
of the best examples of early Islamic
architecture in Palestine. The site consists
of a palace, a thermal complex, and a
perimeter wall. The palace was subject
to a series of restorations throughout
its history, and following the transfer
of authority to the Palestinian side in
1994, the Palestinian Depar tment of
Antiquities began to attend to the task of
preserving the site. A project to restore
and rehabilitate the site was launched in
1996, in cooperation with the Department
of Antiquities and UNESCO. An updated
topographic map and a preliminary
master plan were produced. In the first
phase, work focused on the restoration
of the mosaic in the small bath (sirdab). It
was followed by restoration of the mosaic
in the main bath hall and reorganisation
of the site museum. A mosaic laboratory
was established with the help of the Italian
government. In 2008, a rehabilitation

Since 2010, joint excavations undertaken
by the Department of Antiquities and
the University of Chicago have renewed
interest in the presentation of this
unique monument. A new museum
and visitor’s guide have enhanced the
understanding of the context of these
mosaics. Unfor tunately, the mosaics
themselves cannot be experienced since
they lie under a protective coating and
sand until an appropriate protective
shelter may be constructed over them.
The Japanese government, through JICA,
has recently shown interest in assisting
in the protection of this spectacular
mosaic heritage. With the sheltering and
presentation of the mosaics, the site of
Khirbet el-Mafjar (Hisham’s Palace) will
become a prime destination for local and
international tourists and a source of pride
in Palestinian culture.
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